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introduction 
' Eton vitaT - vital impulse: with out the vital impulse the human 
being is static and therefore moribund. The essence of life is not a 
feeling of being, of existence, but a feeling of participation in a 
flowing onward, necessarily expressed in terms of time and 
secondarily expressed in terms of space'... 
Suppose these elements are missing (that belongs to the material 
and palpable world): would really nothing living subsist? I believe that 
this is precisely where we should see the world come alive and 
independent of any instrument, of any physical properties, fill up with 
penetrating deep waves which, although not sonorous in the sensory 
meaning of the world, are not for this reason, less harmonious, 
resonant, melodic and capable of determining the whole tonality of 
life. And this life itself will reverberate to the most profound depths of 
its being, through contact with the waves, which are at once 
sonorous and silent" ................. 
(Eugene Minokowski vers une cosmologie, xii introduction) 
Topic Explanation 
Innate needs of man are the needs with which man is bom. They are understood through the 
instincts of man. The instinctual needs of man are common in all men, and are vital in his life. It is 
observed that the instinctual needs of man such as security, belonging, shelter etc... have a spatial 
implication in them. Some times, they might not be direct and physical, but could be addressed and fulfilled 
in the spatial experience. The fulfillment of the innate needs could bring about a sense of well being to man. 
This dissertation tries to understand the nature of the innate needs and their attribute to man in relation to 
his dwelling place. 
Need for the Study 
"We know the atom today better than we know the mind that know the atom' (Rhtrme J.B. 1981, p.2) 
It seems that the advent of science and technology has not progressed hand in hand with the 
humanitarian values of man. Man has empowered by science and technology and lives in extreme 
competition and commercialization. However this has reduced man's humane values to that of materialistic 
ones. This is evident in almost all of his deeds, his approach, and attitude. 
However this has left the act of building too in a state of harsh and mechanical process. Dwelling 
has subdued to a state of spiritless and lukewarm and is not bestowed with its natural attributes. The nature 
of the attributes of dwelling are beyond physical aspects of space and are easily subjected to the danger of 
being illusive and misinterpreted. Consequently the vital aspects of space, which could touch man's heart, 
are sinking behind, where as the more tangible materialistic ideals are emerging to substitute. Man is in 
contusion, he himself not knowing what he really needs. He suffers from the frustration of his own living 
conditions. Therefore to make man a fulfilled being, reestablishment of the attributes in his dwelling seems 
curtail. 
Aims and Objectives 
"The sources of these images (the child's image of the house,) are ethological as well as psychological. They derive, 
that is to say, from the territorial instincts of our ancestors and then from those of the tribe. The fortified village and the 
fortified manor are as ancient as the family hearth; they are places in which we may dominate a small world as well as 
retire from the great one. In defeat and defiance' (Brett 1.1971, p. 13) 
This study was initiated with the fallowing aims and objectives in mind. 
The satisfaction one gets from one's home could vary from a functionally perfect level to a level of 
psychological fulfillment. The main objective of the study has been identifying the means of attaining 
psychological fulfillment in the spatial experience in man's dwelling place through attaining the innate spatial 
needs of man. This was intended through an examination of man's needs: the innate spatial needs of man. 
Innate are the inborn needs. It has been identified that there is an innate spatial dimension in all the 
animals including man. Man seems responsive to environment he lives naturally and has various spatial 
inclinations. Therefore study has been aimed at to t exploit the root-base of the spatial inclinations of man 
thereby, taking an insight to the nature of man's innate spatial needs. 
Since the primordial idea of dwelling and the instincts are very much interrelated, it has been the aim of 
the study to establish innate spatial needs as a true reflection of man in relation to his dwelling and thereby 
attaining the means of fulfillment of these needs to reestablish the attributes of dwelling. 
Scope and Limitations 
Since the study is focused on the qualitative and psychological aspects of spatial experience it is initiated 
with certain assumptions in mind, and a theoretical background has to be minimally, yet sufficiently 
established. 
A study of this nature could be extensive being based on a qualitative aspect Therefore the degree 
of the subject matter explored has to be limited. Although this deals with man's innate spatial needs, for this 
study, it has to be limited to man's dwelling places. The reason being the vitality of man's dwelling pi 
an embodiment of all-spatial needs of man. It was considered the most sensitive and intimate entity of 
space to talk about man's psychology. 
Methodology 
The study was approached with certain assumptions in mind. 
Since the study is focused on the" innate spatial needs of man", they are defined as the needs 
which man is bom with. Instinct seems to represent the needs that man inherited from the evolutionary 
decent. Therefore the instinctive needs of man are identified as the needs with which man is bom. 
Also it was observed that the instinctual needs could be addressed thorough the spatial experience 
of man. Therefore the innate spatial needs of man were as implied through the instincts. 
Further it was assumed that the dwelling holds lot of meaning to man. Fulfilling the innate spatial 
needs of man could bring about the fulfillment of ideal man has for dwelling since his primordial idea of 
dwelling and the instinctive needs are very much interrelated. 
A survey was done on man's original needs and the psychological aspects of instinct in order to 
establish the credibility of instincts as the innate needs and their vitality in man's mind. Through a literature 
survey and observations a theoretical background was created to establish the meaning of dwelling place to 
man. This was intended to establish the dwelling beyond its physical existence to a level of an entity which 
has intimate psychological attachments to man. The innate needs as implied by the instincts were 
annualized beyond their surface meaning to understand the innate spatial needs of man. Since the study is 
based on qualitative aspects of space the analysis were based on a theoretical framework, with taking 
examples from the architecture, which has captured the innate needs of man to enhance the spatial 
experience of dwelling place. 
